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Wandering memory
lane with a soda jerk

Marv Garriott conjures up a simpler
time in his Rockwellesque shop

ALERIE
FORTNEY

BLACK DIAMOND

t's not yet 10 on a weekday
momh:g,mdalrmdyhiab
vin Garriott is behaving
like the star attraction at a
dance in the

ona
counter stool, his strum-
ming his brand-new guitar, the
58-year-old is singing That's Al-
right Mama to an appreciative
audience of one: a coffee-sip-
ping customer on his way to a
day of fly fishing in the
Crowsnest Pass.

“We have time for another
song, don't we?" he asks rhetor-
ically before breaking into a
pretty darn good cover rendi-
tion of the classic Elvis tune,

One half of the shop is dedi-
|cated to curios and antiques of
'that bygone area: The shelves
‘are crammed with everything
from vintage gas pumps and
iplaster Elvis busts, to Coca-
Cola posters and model cars. A
rcollection of penny candy,
along with vintage treats pur-
chased from a special U.S. web-

site, beckons. And of course,
there are his homegrown con-
fections, such as the Marv's
Bars, chocolate-covered hard
ice cream on a stick.

But it's the other half of his

retrofitted to take loonies and
programmed to play a selection
of classics. “I knew I'd find a use
for all this stuff one way or an-
other."

Garriott, a native of nearby
High River, is a musician by
trade, having played across the
country for the better part of 35
years, In 1981, he and his one-
time singing partner, Valinda
Lee, were nominated for Duet
of the Year at the Canadian
Country Music Awards.

Over the years, he's also in-

dulged his love of antiques,
in Okotoks and

mthnmpofhislgjﬁmdﬂhc
with the store's then-owner.

And not surprisingly, the man
who supplied antiques to such
ﬁlmsmastheﬁﬁemy
Award-winning Unforgiven,
also managed to get his appeal-
ing mug on screen: he appeared
as a bank manager in Unfor-
given and also had a bit part in
the TV movie Black Fox, which
starred Christopher Reeve.

It was during his tenure as an
antiques owner, he says, that he
came up with the idea fora
sndashup."!ﬂartedmliemng
little green ice cream dishes,”
he says, “and then I collected
mudwhirepMOneata

Over the next few years, he'd

add to the collection slowly but
surely; an ice cream freezer,
bought from a High River an-
tiques contact; 19508 waitress
uniforms, found on a website; a
soda fountain and carbonator,
which he acquired by trading
some old theatre seats; and vin-
tage diner chairs, found ata
garage sale and stored in his
own garage “for eons.”

Friends helped out, too, build-
and stain-

years ago and ran his
L ol

tes young
and old.

“The children don't even real-
ize there is another way to
make sodas,” says Garriott.
“They think it all just comes out
of a can or bottle."

On this day, Nancy and Dave
Klinger of Calgary stop in for a
coffee and chat with their
favourite soda jerk. OK, maybe
thennl}rrulmdljerkther

'Thlsisthebutplme,lhnw
to stop here every time I come
through Black Diamond,” says
Nancy, who's just met up with
Garriott's first customer of the
day and his wife for a day of
fishing.

She remembers one visit,
when she saw three small chil-
dren, a girl and two boys about
five years old, belly up to the
counter with $10. They wanted
three hot dogs, which cost

recalls Nancy with a smile.

“With him all dressed up, and
these adorable little kids gazing
up at him, it looked like some-
thing out of a Norman Rockwell
painting.” she says.

A rare sight, perhaps, in to-
day's world.

But not an uncommon one
when you step into the time
warp Garriott has lovingly cre-
ated in the heart of the South-
ern Alberta Foothills.
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Calgary Herald Archive
Marv's Classic Soda Shop owner Marvin Garriott serves up classic treats such as root beer
floats and banana splits at his Black Diamond store.




